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THE ARABS IN ASIA MINOR (641-750), FROM ARABIC SOURCES. 



Considering the attention now paid to the geography ot Asia Minor, it 
has struck me that a collection of the notices relating to the Arabic invasions 
of that district, which are scattered here and there in the Arabic annalists and 
must be sought through thousands of pages of Arabic print, would serve a 
very useful purpose. These extracts not only throw light on geography and 
the Arabic nomenclature of the localities, but, when compared with the 
accounts of the same events in Greek and Syriac writers, are of great value 
for the study of chronology. 

The writers from whom extracts are given under years are the following : — 

(1) The chronicler known as Ibn Wadhich or A1 Ya'kubi, who wrote about 
900. (ed. Houtsma. Leiden, 1883). 

(2) A1 Tabari d. 923. (ed. Barth and others. Leiden, 1879, &c.). 

(3) The Khitab A1 ‘ Uyun (Book of Springs). 1 (ed. de Goeje. Leiden, 
1871). This work, though dating not earlier than the middle of the 11th 
century, preserves several valuable notices relating to this period. 

(4) Ibn A1 Athir (d. 1232). (ed. Tornberg. Leiden, 1851, &c.). This 
author generally copies A1 Tabari, but occasionally has notices not found in 
that writer, and is useful for the period before AH 40, for which A1 Tabari’s 
text is not extant. 



Much valuable information is also to be found in the work of A1 Baladhuri 
(d. 893) (ed. de Goeje. Leiden, 1863), who gives a connected narrative of the 
conquest of each district , but, since his work is not arranged in annalistic 
form, I have not given the extracts from it with those of the other writers, 
but separately at the end. Notices derived from the same source as those 
of the Mohammedan writers are also to be found in the bilingual chronicle 
of Elijah of Nisibis (written 1019), most of these being quoted from the work 
of Mahomet the Khawarizmi (circ. 835) ; 2 but, since this portion of Elijah’s 
chronicle has been translated into German by Dr. Baethgen (Abh fiir 
die Kunde des Morgenlandes Bd. 8), there is no need to repeat the notices 
here, but it will be sufficient to give references to them in the margin The 
authority most frequently quoted by the Arabic writers is A1 Wakidi 
(d. 823). Most of the notices are merely annalistic entries ; but sometimes 
especially in A1 Baladhuri, longer accounts are given. These I have 



1 The extant portion of this work begins with 

the accession of A1 'VValid I. (705). 



a l V- H Irom ™e Chroni 
the Arab Kings, a work of the 10th centu 
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been obliged from considerations of space to shorten; but, however important 
for Arabic life and character the omitted passages may be, nothing essential 
to the purposes of this article is lost by their suppression. Only the long 
and interesting narrative of the expedition of 716 — 718 in the Khitab 
A1 ‘ Uyun I have been obliged to pass over altogether. 

In the margin of the annalistic notices I have given references to notices of 
the same events in other writers (not necessarily derived from the same 
source), including, besides Elijah of Nisibis, in Greek Theophanes and Nike- 
phoros, and in Syriac Michael the Syrian, 1 the chronicle of 775 falsely 
attributed to Dionysios 2 and the Chronicle of 846 ( Zeitschr . d. dentsch. morgenl. 
Gesellsch. vol. 51, p. 569). In the extracts from A1 Baladhuri, to avoid repeti- 
tion, I have generally referred only to the preceding annalistic extracts. To 
avoid possibility of misleading, I have given all geographical names in the 
first instance in the Arabic form, placing the usually received names in 
brackets following, wherever they can be identified. I have added a few 
notices relating to Armenia and Syria, which are so closely connected with 
those referring to Asia Minor that it appears unreasonable to omit them. 



Caliphate of ‘Umar I. 

A. H. 20 (Dec. 21, 640-Dec. 9, 641). 

Ibn A1 Athir. And in this year, I mean the year 20, Abu Bachriyya 
‘Abd Allah, the son of Kais, made a raid into the land of the Romans ; and 
he was the first who entered it, as it is said (and it is also said that the first 
who entered it was Maisra, the son of Masruk, the ‘Absi), and he carried off 
prisoners and spoil. 

Caliphate of ‘Uthman. 

25 (Oct. 28, 645-Oct. 16, 646). 

Ibn A1 Athir. And in this year Mu‘awiya made a raid upon Roman 
territory and reached ‘Ammuriya (Amorion) ; and he found the fortresses 
between Antakhiya (Antioch) and Tarsus deserted, and he stationed in them 
a large number of the men of A1 Sham (Syria) and A1 Gazira (Mesopotamia), 
until he returned from his raid. Then after that he sent Yazid, the son of 
A1 Chur, the ‘Absi, upon a raid in the summer ; and he gave him orders, 
and he acted accordingly; and, when he went out, he destroyed the for- 
tresses as far as Antakhiya. 3 

28 (Sept. 25, 648-Sept. 13, 649). 

Ibn A1 Athir. And in this year Chabib, the son of Maslama, made a 
raid upon Suriya, 4 in the land of the Romans. 



1 In the Arabic version in the British 
Museum MS. Or. 4402. 

2 Published, with translation, by the Abbe 

Ohabot (Paris, 1895). 

. 3 This seems to show that Antioch in Pisidia 
is here meant, though the previous mention of 



the name rather points to the Syrian city. 

4 i. e . , Syria : the name seems to he used by 
the Arabs to denote Euphratesia and Cilicia. 
But perhaps we should read Sauriya (Isauria) : 
cf. p. 194, note 3. 
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Sebeos 3, 36 



Theoph. AM 
6154 



El. Nis. 43. 
Theoph. AM 
6157 



El. Nis. 44. 
Theoph. AM 
6156(?) 



Theoph. AM 
6156(?) 



32 (Aug. 12, 652-Aug. 1, 653). 

Ibn A1 Athir. It is said that in this year Mu'awiya, the son of Abu 
Sufyan, made a raid upon the straits of A1 Kustantiniyya (Constantinople) ; 1 
and with him was his wife ‘Atkha, the daughter of Karaza ; and it is- said 
also that his sister was with him. 

33 (Aug. 2, 6 5 3- July 21, 654). 

Ibn A1 Athir. In this year was the raid of Mu'awiya upon the 
fortress of A1 Mara, in the land of the Romans, in the neighbourhood of 
Malatya (Melitene). 



Caliphate of Mu'awiya. 

41 (May 7, 661-Apr. 25, 662). 

Ibn Wadh. . He sent Chabib, the son of Maslama ; and the Roman 
commander made peace, and did not care to engage with him. 

42 (Apr. 26, 662-Apr. 14, 663). 

A1 Tab. . And in this year the Moslems made a raid upon the Romans 
and inflicted a severe defeat upon them, as men record, and killed many of 
their patricians. 

43 (Apr. 15, 6 6 3- Apr. 3, 664). 

Ibn Wadh. . Busr, the son of Abu Arta, made a raid into the land of the 
Romans, and wintered there. 

A1 Tab. adds : Until he reached A1 Kustantiniyya, as A1 Wakidi asserts ; 
and some of the authorities deny this, and say that Busr did not winter in 
Roman territory at all. 

44 (Apr. 4, 664-Mar. 23, 665). 

Ibn Wadh. . ‘Abd A1 Rachman, the son of Khalid, the son of A1 Walid 
made a raid until he reached Akluniya (Koloneia). 

A1 Tab. . Among the events of this year was the invasion of the Roman 
territory by the Moslems under ‘Abd A1 Rachman, the son of Khalid, 2 the son 
of A1 Walid, who wintered there, 8 and the sea expedition of Busr, the son of 
Abu Arta. 



45 (Mar. 24, 665-Mar. 12, 666). 

Ibn Wadh. . ‘Abd A1 Rachman, the son of Khalid, the son of A1 Walid, 
made a raid and wintered in the land of the Romans, and reached Antakhiya 
(Antioch in Pisidia). 



1 This expedition is elsewhere recorded only 
by the Armenian Sebeos, who makes Mu‘awiya 
march to Chalkedon in the 13th of Constantine 
(653-4). 

2 ‘Son of Khalid’ has dropped out of A1 



s tv, o 1 msert H from Ibn A1 Athir. 

, ; h ) nac fragments published by Dr. 
Noldeke {Z.D.M.G. 29, p. 76ft'., agree in the 
date, giving A.S. 975 (Oct. 1, 663-Sept. 30, 
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A1 Tab - • And in this year was the wintering of ‘Abd A1 Rachman, the 
son of Khalid, the son of A1 Walid, in the land of the Romans. 

46 (Mar. 13, 666-Mar. 2, 667). 

Ibn Wadh. . Malikh, the son of ‘Abd Allah, the Khath‘ami made a raid ; 
and it is said that it was Malikh, the son of Hubaira, the Sakhuni ; and he 
wintered in the land of the Romans. 

A1 Tab.. And among the events of this year was the wintering of 
Malikh, the son of ‘Abd Allah, 1 in the land of the Romans ; and it is said also El. Nis. 46 
that this was ‘Abd A1 Rachman, the son of Khalid, the son of A1 Walid ; and it 
is said also that it was Malikh, the son of Hubaira, the Sakhuni. 2 And in this 
year ‘Abd A1 Rachman, the son of Khalid, the son of A1 Walid, returned from 
the land of the Romans to Chims (Emesa); and Ibn Uthal the Ansari gave 
him a poisoned drink, as it is said, and he drank it, and it killed him. 

47 (Mar. 3, 667-Feb. 19, 668). 

Ibn Wadh. . Malikh, the son of Hubaira, the Sakhuni, made a raid and El. Nis. 47 
wintered in the land of the Romans. 

Al Tab.. And in this year was the wintering of Malikh, the son of 
Hubaira, in the land of the Romans, and the wintering of Abu ‘Abd Al 
Rachman the Kaini at Antakhiya. 

48 (Feb. 20, 668-Feb. 8, 669). 

Ibn Wadh. . Abd Al Rachman the ‘Atbi made a raid and reached 
Antakhiya the black. 3 

Al Tab. . And in it was the wintering of Abu ‘Abd Al Rachman the 
Kaini at Antakhiya, and the summer expedition of ‘Abd Allah, the son of 
Kais, the Fizari, and the raid of Malikh, the son of Hubaira, the Sakhuni, 
by sea, and the raid of ‘ Ukba, the son of ‘Amir, the Guhani, by sea, with the 
men of Misr (Egypt) and the men of Al Madina; and over the men of Al 
Madina was Al Mundhir, the son of Zuhair, and over their combined forces 
was Khalid, the son of 4 ‘Abd Al Rachman, the son of Khalid, the son of Al 
Walid. 



49 (Feb. 9, 669-Jan. 28, 670). 



Ibn Wadh. . Fudhala, the son of ‘Ubaid, made a raid; and by his hands 
God made captives and carried off many prisoners. 

Al Tab.. And in this year was the wintering of Malikh, the son of 
Hubaira, the Sakhuni, in the land of the Romans. And in it was the raid of El. Nis. 49 
F udhala, the son of ‘Ubaid, upon Garabba ; and he wintered at Garabba, and Theo P h - AM 



1 Text * Ubaid Allah ’ : we may correct from 
Ibn Al Athir and Ibn Wadh. . 

2 MSS. ‘ Fizari ’ : we may correct from Ibn 
Al Athir and Ibn Wadh. . 

3 I do not know any other authority for this 

epithet ; if it is meant to distinguish this 
Antioch from that mentioned above, Antioch in 



Isauria is perhaps intended. 

4 The words ‘ Khalid, the son of,’ are not in 
the MSS., but are supplied by conjecture in 
Thorbecke’s text. Otherwise we should have a 
glaring contradiction to the statement of Al Tab. 
sub ann. 46. 




